


Location:
Middle East, bordering the
Mediterranean Sea, between
Egypt and Lebanon
Coordinates:
31 30 N, 34 45 E
Area:
total: 20,770 sq km
land: 20,330 sq km
water: 440 sq km
Area· comparative:
Slightly smaller than New Jersey
Land boundaries:
total: 1,017 km
border countries:
Egypt 266 km, Gaza Strip 51 km,
Jordan 238 km, Lebanon 79 km,
Syria 76 km, West Bank 307 km
Coastline:
273 km
Maritime claims:
territorial sea: 12 nm
continental shelf: to depth of
exploitation
Terrain:
Negev desert in the south; low
coastal plain; central mountains;
Jordan Rift Valley
Elevation extremes:
lowest point: Dead Sea -408 m
highest point: Har Meron 1,208 m
Natural resources:
timber, potash, copper are, natural
gas, phosphate rock, magnesium
bromide, clays, sand
Land use:
arable land: 15.45%
permanent crops: 3.88%
other: 80.67% (2005)
Irrigated land:
1,990 sq km (1998 est.)
Natural hazards:
sandstorms may occur during
spring and summer; droughts;
periodic earthquakes
Environment issues:
Limited arable land and natural
fresh water resources pose
serious constraints;
desertification; air pollution from
industrial and vehicle emissions;
groundwater pollution from
industrial and domestic waste,
chemical fertilizers, and pesticides
Geography· note:
There are 242 Israeli settlements
and civilian land use sites in the
West Bank, 42 in the Israeli­
occupied Golan Heights, 0 in the
Gaza Strip, and 29 in East
Jerusalem (August 2005 est.)
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Useful Hebrew Words
Whenever you go to a foreign country, it is a good idea to familiarize yourself with the local
language and customs. Most people in Israel speak English, but, with the influx of Jews from the
former Soviet Union, you're almost as likely to run into someone who speaks just Russian as
Hebrew. Even if you aren't fluent in the language, natives usually appreciate it when visitors make
an effort to speak in their native tongue. Below are a few common Hebrew phrases that will help
you get by in Israel. If you don't leam anything else, memorize "Please,II "Thank you" and "You're
welcome" •
hello sha-LOM
goodbye sha-LOM
good morning BO-kerTOV
good evening erevTOV
goodnight Iie-lah TOV
see you later Ie-HIT-rah-On
thank you to-DAH
please be-va-ka-SHA
you're welcome allow da-VAAR
I don't speak Hebrew AH-NEE 10 m'dah-BEHR ee-VREET
Do you speak English? at-TAH m'dah-BEHR ang-LEET?
money KES-sef
bank bahnk
yes ken
no loh
excuse me slee-CHA
wait REG-gah
what mah
when mah-tie
where is AY-fo

How are you?
ma shlomcha? (mase.)
rna shlomech? (fem.)

I'm fine be-se-der
See you later le-hit-ra-ot
to the right ye-mi-na
to the left smo-Ia
straight ya-shar
bus o-to-bus
taxi ta-ksi (mo-nit)
market shuk
newspaper i-ton
How much does it cost? kama zeh o-leh?
Where's the bathroom? Ay-fo ha sher-u-teem?
expensive ya-kar
cheap zol
post office do-ar
postcard glu-ya
stamps bu-lim
correct (right) na-CHON
doctor ro-feh .
hospital bet kho-lim
police mish-ta-rah
breakfast a-ru-chat bo-ker
lunch a-ru-chat tzo-ho-ra-yim
dinner a-ru-chat erev



restaurant mi-sa-da
salad sa-Iat
fish dag
chicken oph
french fries chips
menu taf-rit
waiter mel-tzar
meat ba-sar
bread le-khem
vegetables ye-ra-kot
salt me-Iakh
pepper pil-pel
water rna-vim
egg be-tza
ice kerakh
ice cream gli-da
milk kha-Iav
plate tza-Ia-khat
knife sa-kin
fork maz-Ieg
spoon kaf
napkin rna-pit
wine va-vin
beer beera
vegetarian tsim-cho-ni
check chesh-bon
coffee ka-fee
glass kos
today ha-yom
·yesterday et-mol
tomorrow ma-khar
week sh-vu-a
month kho-desh
year sha-na
Sunday yom ri-shon
Monday yom shey-ni
Tuesday vom shli-shi
Wednesday yom re-vi-i
Thursdav yom kha-mi-shi
Friday vom shi-shi
Saturday sha-bat
one a-khat
two shta-yim
three sha-Iosh
four ar-ba
five kha-mesh
six shesh
seven· she-va
eight shmo-ne
nine te-sha
ten e-ser
one-hundred me-a
one-thousand e-Ief


